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Significance of Cambodia ‘to the meny 


Increesing allied pressure on the Communist military structure 
tn South Vietnam has caused them to Genend more heavily on tne 
porder areas. Cambodia is increasingly valuable as: 

1. -A sanctuary to evade allicd forces; 

2. A vefuge for rest, training, and medical care; 

3. A route of infiltration of personnel and supplies into 

South Vietnam. . # | 

Our information adds up to an estimate that, since 1964, more 

than 19,000 infiltrators have come into the South through Cambodia. 
\ 
We base this figure primarily on PW and rallier reports. 

Generally nedicad. the infiltration trails (see map) continue 
southward from Laos and cross the Ginbddtanseouth Vietnamese border 
before reaching the Kompong Cham "knee" (see map). Some come even 
farther south before crossing, however. 

We also know that a portion of the military supplies moving 
wchvard from baos arc porvered through Cambodia over a network of 
trails. 


We also believe that an inport tant share -- 15 to 20 percent -- 


f the food requirement of the VC/NVA forces in South Vietnam comes 


from Cambodia. This means a daily flow of about 25 to 35 tons a day, 


” 


mainly rice. 


We do not believe that very much in the way of military supplies 


reaches, the VC/NVA via either Sihanoukville or up the MeKong. 
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Ocean-crars on the Mekong 
% would be difficult to off-load arms shipments to the VC from 
ocean-going ships on the Mekong moving either to or from Phnom Penh 
because under present GVN control regulations: | 
1. Communist flag ships and cargoes from communist ports can 
not enter the Mekong. 
2. Inspection of all cargoes is authorized. 
3. Permission ee for shipment of weapons, ammunition, | 
and other cargoes of military significance. 
4. ALL craft must move in seicue escorted by GVN gunboats 
‘While in South Vietnam, both from and to Phnom Penh. Four 
round trip convoys a month are permivted.. Maximum authorized 


‘convoy turnaround time in Phnom Penh is only 72 hours. 


~ 
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Seipments of Arms to VC Through Cambodia 


Ca ie Moke rns, LK 


“ han et. = 
ins there is no tongth2e evidence of any continuing substantial shipments 
ra Pee ie ited 


of arms and ammunition to Communist forces through Sihanoukville. The 
Communists do, however, smuggle small quantities of arms and war~related 
goods from Cambodia. Some of the smuggled goods probable" are -cmoats 
unauthorized divéisions from Gamez arms imported by si Cambodian 
governnant for its own forces. 

Known military and military-related goods that have arrived in 
Sihanoukville are not excessive to Seabearala needs. rant y bbe bee ye 
Qype - wll CNet tw Com biden. She ie coal jg GG: b 

t Recent known military goods arriving include 450 tons of identified 


military cargo delivered by the Chinese ship Heping in March, consisting of 


small arms and ammmition believed contracted for in October 1966 for the 
Some military-related cargoes from China, Western Europe and Japan 
ive been errr Sihanoukville. A Chinese Communist ship delivered 
450 tons of magnesium powder to Sihanoukville in May. A three-ton cargo 
‘carried to Sihanoukville in April on a Greek ship under charter to 
Communist China included detonators and fuses. A Norwegian ship, under 
\ Chinese Communist charter, delivered about o tons ol dynauite ii May, and 
suave vanish see VRS ARIAT A MERETS IAL RATASO | 
a Greek ship, also under Chinese Communist crane delivered 70 tons of 
sodium nitrate in Septenber. About 50 tons of explosives loaded in 
European ports were carried to Sihanoukville on French liners. Explosives 
cee eee esha 


and related cargoes were included among the cargoes that arrived from 


Japan. More than 300 tons of medicines and pharmacewtiicis from Wesve 


sean sre narSe nan on OBEY OnE HE INI ea 


Europe and several cargoes of medicines from Communist China were delivered 


p semper MARA RATER EM 


to Sihanoukville during the first three-quarters of 1967. 
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Suovlies 

Prince Sihanouk announced in November 1967 that Cambodia had 4 
verbal trade agreement with the Vietnamese Communists to deliver rice, 
medicines, and other goods for payment in dollars. Sihanouk's state- 
mane apparently covers past periods and possibly 1968. | 

Rice is the largest and 108% important commodity the Vietnamese 


Communists obtain from Canibodia) 


he amounts involved, including paday 
and milled rice, have been approxxately 20,000 tons in 1966 and 196T. 
Cauiboaian rice amounts +o shout 15-20 percent of vo /NVA requirements 
in South Vietnan. 

Canbodiean rice is delivered and of particular importance to eneny 
troops located in ihe rice deficit aveas of the South Vietnam highlands 
and southern Laos. we do not believe that the enemy obtains Cambodian 
rice in the delta border areca (Iv Corps) because he has easy access to 

South Vietnamese rice. LA Weep y Brcksn. Bos. Ae SJ. 

VC/NVA forces also obtain numerous other commodities from Cambodia 

such as batteries, cloth, paper, medics, salt, sh gance, and hand 
‘<ools. Many of these purchases take place along the border of South 


Vietnam's delta provinces because of tne easy access to local markets 


on the Canbodian side. 


“~ 
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Sore chemitale whieh she Viet Cong use in making explosives, such 
as potassium chlorate, Pie ee Canbodia. In 1963, abous 23 
tons were captured in small Shipments on South Vietnam's delta water- 
ways, particularly the Mekong River. We think dita traffic has con-~ 


+imied ‘bus we lack information as to its present tonnage. 


The supplies the eneny One ains from canoes? are relatively | smal 


cess te fn HATER EL TEE SANA RAPES Le TR RN AE SIM AYEE OTTER REL TT ROSTER CT gO RRNA? vat git eee 


compared to that obtained in South Vietnam, and ony rice appears to be 


ae, . Re "9 n Saat 
renner MRAM NNT ANE LET He pnd Asatte INE RS Mamties SRE RoE re TOL net ee Oe a DS 


or real significance. Captured documents and sake ruomner ond 4ndicate 


geet LaekcBgah tas ct HEY 


shat the enemy makes most of his purchases in Cambodia poceuES of a 


convenience rather than absolute necessity. 


Cross Border Trade 

Goods and people move freely back and forth across the border be- 
“ween South Vietnam and Cambodia particulecly in the delta. The move= 
ment of goods is quite substantial and has gone on for years. 

As an example of this trade, Saigon beer has veen relatively ‘ 
plentiful in Panom Penh since Canbodia restricted noxmal imports of 
fow years back, HKetLeceting trade the obher way, Chinese Comme- 
nist:export: goods and other commodities from Cambodia are displayed by 
vendors in Saigon. , - 

We believe. the Vietnamese Commmists participate Say to a small 
extents in this movement of goods between Cenbodia and South Viethen, 
but it often difficult with the flow of information to distinguish 
‘ico in which the enemy is involved and that which is normal. Many 


newspaper articles also confuse the two. 
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Patrol of Mekong Waterways -- Game Warden 


ang GVN river patrol operations, kmown as Operation Game Warden, 


, 
yy, 


c 
have been unas in the Mekong Delta aroa since tate 1965. These 
surveillance and enadtien operations employ upwards of 160 waterjet river 
patrol boats (PBR's), 12 minesweepers, and 12 helicopters. 

Although Game Warden operations take place throughout the major 
tributaries of the Mekong (10 PBR's are stationed at Tan Chau, close to 
the Cambodian border) the majority of enemy contacts occur on the lower 
reaches of the Mekong -- the Son Hau Giang, Son Co Chien, and Song Tien: 
Giang Rivewes. | 

Patrol boats observed 58,979 rivercraft during daylight hours in 
November 1967 and boarded and inspected 35,058 of these. During the satie 


month, 146 suspect vessels were damaged, 101 were destroyed, and 16 


captured. 
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GAME WARDEN OPERATIONS - 11-13 DECEMBER 


The following is a summary of GAME WARDEN operations in 
South Vietnam during the period 110701 - 180700 EST December: 


MERCHANT 
_ SHIPS CURFEW 
DETECTED BOARDED SIGHTED VIOLATIONS 
Craft - day 13,065 7,849 21 8 0° 
Craft - night 1,163 707 2 7° 
ae me 


ee on 
be de S gfe is 
Percent of bate: boarded: “ 


Day - 60.1% Night - 60.8% 

Average number of ships in operation ~ 109.4 

Average number of helos in operation - 10.8 (C) 
SIGNZBICANT ITEMS 


Areas in “red on the facing map indicate areas of enemy 
contact which had the following results: : 


DESTROYED DAMAGED CAPTURED 
US and RVN ° 5 UH-1Bs None 
4 PBRs 
VC/NVN 43 structures 34 structures 2 sampans 
24 sampans ° 27 sampans 
1 bunker a 
l.junk. . (C) 
. \ 
CASUALTIES: US - 8 WIA . anaes . 
VC/NVN 4 KIA, 8 PERSONS DETALASD (C) 


SOURCE: J-3 (C) 


22 Dec 67 NMCC OPERATIONAL SULTMARY . Page 13 
es y m . 
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Tr & 2V Uwearonus, 
Quexternasver, 
Engineer, Medical, 
Si onal, Chemical, ; ~~ 
ete.) 5-6 25-80 5-6 38-20 5 6 19-21 

“4 
v (oumanstion)®/ 7 6 9 “20 10 it 


TOBA 54-60 2LGH2bL 55~6L 213-238 55-64 227-252 
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Maysket Time Operations 


Operation Market Time, the US Na any 8 and Coast uses sea surveillance 


Awe eee. 5 ake oe 


of coastal waters off South Vietnam to minimize sea infiltration in 
coordination with the Vietnamese Navy, was begun in March, 1965. 

US forces are authorized to stop and search vessels of any nation 

within South Vietnam territorial waters. Within 12 miles of the coast, 
-US forces may require identification and intention of vessels of any 
nation. Supposedly, Naval forces form barriers at the 17th parallel | 
and at the South Vietnam-Canbodian border. 

Market: Time forces are concentrated near the 17th parallel and 
along the South Vietnam coast from Vung Tau to Ca Mau peninsula, and 
in the vicinity of the Cambodian border in the Gulf of Thailand. 

During November , 1967, 36, 600 vessels were seneerea. 8,500 were 


ee pecan nN ta eaten 


inspected and Peeeeedy and 17, ee were inspected but not boarded. 


tne EE Ne ty pt eee ne enol ane 


During the same period, 29 enemy vessels were reported as destroyed. 
As many as 118,000 vessels are detected each month during periods 
unatfeanted by adverse monsoon weather. 

Various cargoes -- rice, salt, and mecicine -- were captured. 
The official statistics for the first 10 months of 1.967 do not claim 
whe capture of any ammunition or significant quantities of war materiel 


as a result of Market Time operations. 


~ 
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Summary 


. a X s am ob a a 
The only identified military shipment to Cambodia duxing the third 


c i rms ammunition unloaded 
quarter of 1967 was about a dozen cases of small arms ammuni 


from.a French ship at Sihanoukville. 


The importance of Phnom Penh relative to Sihanoukville has increased 
steadily during 1967 as shown in the following tabulation of ship calls and 
cargo discharged at Cambodian ports in the first three quarters of 1967: 


First Quarter second Quarter Third Quarter 


Shiv Calls 
ain Calis 


Sihanoukville as 63 56 56 
Phnom Penh a/ : We: 90. © on, 
Total - eS 137 146 | 153° 
| —largo Discharged (Thousend Metric Tons) _b/ 
Sihanoukville | 98.5 \ 53.0 49.0 
Phnom Penh a/ a 80.0 a 90.5 > 
Total 180.0 133.0 139.0 


a. Dave for Phnom Penh include a small, but unknown, volume of cargo in transit 
for Laos and petroleum deliveries upriver to the Cambodian ports of Kompong Cham 
and Tonle Bet. 

b. Data have been rounded to the nearest 500 tons. Because of rounding, com= 
ponents may not add to the totals shown. 
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————" SETPPING TO CAMBODIA IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1967 
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Summari 


_ ia sate ; : ; ee hird 
The only identified military shipment to Cambodia during the thi 
a ition unloaded 
quarter of 1967 was about a dozen cases of small arms ammunition unloa . 


froma French ship at Sihanoukville. - 


. The importance of Phnom Penh relative to Sihanoukville has increased Me es 
steadily during 1967 as shown in the following tabulation of ship calls and 
cargo discharged at Cambodian ports in the first three quarters of 1967: 


First Quarter Second Quarter Third Quarter 


Ship Calls 
a = 


Sihanoukville 63 56 56 a 
Phnom Penh a/ 


Total 


Sihanoukville 


Phnom Penh a/ 
Total 180.0 133.0 139.0 


a. Data fov Den a a E Saar aRLEC <a ; 
a. Data for Panom Penh include a small, but uncnown, volume of cargo in transit 
ral 


tor Laos and petroleun deliveries upriver to the Campodian ports of Kompong Cham 
and Tonle Bet, 

b. Data have een’ rounded to the nearest 500 tons, Because of rounding, com- 
ponents may not add to the totals shown, 
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Chinese Communist ship Jining in August and consigned to the Cambodian Armed 


me milicaryeveluted cargoes from Western Europe and China were dis- 
charged at Sihanoukville. The Tatiana discharged 40 cone of explosives in 
July, and a Greek ship, under Chinese Communist charter, delivered about 70 
sons of sodium nitrate from China in August. Medical’ shipments consisted of 
more than 100 tons of medicines and pharmaceuticals from Western Europe, 
small consignments of medicines from Communist China, and some 30 tons of 
Soviet medicines shipped via Singapore. 1 
Unidentified Cargoes 

Most of the 10,500 tons of anadentarsea cargoes caine from Western 
Europe (7,500 tons), Communist China (2,000), and the entrepdt port of 
Singapore (500 tons). Some of the commodities included in these cargoes -- 


largely metals, textiles, and foodstuffs -- have been identified but their 


quantities are not known. 
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